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[X.—On the Dorter Range al Worcester Priory. 


&y Haroip Braxspear, Fsg., FSA. 
Read r7th February 1916. 


From the earliest times every monastery had buildings for different purposes 
used regularly by the inmates, The chief of these in the course of time and 
with the experience of use came to be systematically placed with respect to one 
another, and the plan of a square court surrounded by the chief buildings of the 
convent quickly became eveneral. 

At the Conquest the Benedictines had a regular plan for their monasteries. 
The church was on the north or south side of the court or cloister as necessitated 
by the lie of the ground for drainage purposes; the parlour, chapter-house, and 
warming-house were on the east side, with the dorter oyer the latter: the frater 
was on the opposite side to the church ; and the west side was sometimes occupied 
by guest-houses. The infirmary, like a great church, was usually to the east. 

‘There were, however, exceptions to this arrangement caused by the exigencies 
of the site; and the monastery of Worcester, with the church and other build- 
ings placed on high ground east of the river, is one of the most noticeable. 
The parlour is tn its normal position next the transept of the church; but the 
chapter-house is cireular and occupies the rest of the east side of the cloister. 
The frater is in its usual position opposite the church, but the west side of the 
cloister is without parallel. Next the south side of the nave is a passage which 
Jed to the infirmary, and nearly the whole of the rest of this side of the cloister 
was occupied by the end of the great dorter, which ran westward towards the 
river, There wasa further block of buildings at its west end, right up to the 
river bank, containing the reredorter and part of the infirmary. 

This great dorter was one of the first buildings to be erected after the eastern 
part of the church had been completed by Wulstan. Except tn its position, 
it was very like that at Christ Church, Canterbury, having two parallel roofs and 
being raised upon a subvault. The subvault measured 123 {tin length by 63 ft, 
in width, and of it remain, besides the east wall which forms the west side of the 
cloister, a portion of the north wall, with a fragment of the south, and the whole 
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of the west, but this latter has been so much patched at different times as to 
show little or none of its original surface. 

Prom these fragments the nature of the subvault may be traced. It was 
divided by a wall 5 ft, thick which was pierced with arches, and each half so 
tormed was divided into two alleys of eight bays. The bays were marked on 
the side and end walls by shallow pilaster strips having a chamfered abacus at 
the springing but without any plinth, These strips carried the cross-arches of 
the vault, and a small square member in their angles took the springer of the 
vault itself, which was unribbed. The centre columns were probably similar to 
those in the crypt of the cathedral, a 

The floor of the subvault was at one level throughout, which was 9 ft. below 
the present level of the cloister, 

The original entrance seems to have been in the sixth bay of the ¢loister, 
and was altered in the thirteenth century to the low semicircular arched doorway 
which still remains. The use of the subvault will be considered later. 

Of the original dorter nothing remains but the east wall to some 6 ft. above 
the floor and the blocked entrance archway from the cloister. This centres with 
the middle of the northern division of the subvault, in order that the steps may 
have room to rise within the pocket of the vault. Towards the cloister this 
entrance has two members, a square and a circular one, of which the latter is 
supported on jamb shafts, with cushion capitals and moulded bases. The arch 
is 6 ft. wide, with the springing 112 ft. above the floor, and the reason of these 
tall proportions was to Clear the rising steps up to the dorter level, There is no 
rebate lor a door, and the lines of the arch on either side of the wall correspond 
with each other. 

There ts nothing to show whether the wall separating the two halves of the 
dorter was solid or pierced by openings. 

The outer walls of the dorter range are faced inside and out with alternat- 
ing wide and narrow courses, which show very clearly in the remaining walls 
of the subyault on the north side, in the cloister, and externally at the west end. 

The Worcester annalist says (under the year 1302); | 

Secundo idus Tulii magna pars ruens in dormitorio nostro‘quae multe tempore 
ruinam minabatur nostram negligentiam manifestat,* 

As shown by the remains of the subvault, the main walls of that buildine 
were not interfered with, though the vaulting at the south-west angle was possibly 
destroyed, but the lall was otherwise restricted to the dorter itself and was doubt- 
less exaggerated. Whatever damage was done was patched up temporarily, as 

' The Canterbury subvault was t4o ft. by 44 {t., and was placed north and south in the normal 
position adjoining the east side of the cloister, 
* Annales de Wigorma (Rolls Series, 26, vol. iv, $52). 
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otherwise it is difficult to understand the rebuilding which occurred in 1375-7, 
when it is recorded 

post festam Epiphanie inceptum est opus novi dormitorii per fratrem Rieardum Wen- 
locke cellerarium sed illud opus minime adimplevit: conventus interim in camera Regis 
sub et supra cubavit.! 


Two years later (£377) 


mense Augusti novum dormitorium cum lectis ..... sub fratre Willelmo Power 
cellerario consummatum et circa festum Nativitatis beate Virginis conventis in ¢6 cepit 
dormire.* 


The new dorter was built on the old subvault, and so was externally the same 
size as the original, but the side walls were thinner. Little of this building 
remains except the portion of the north wall forming the south side of the infirmary 
passage. In the north-east angle is a carved corbel to carry the roof principal, 
and there are three others, but with their projecting parts chopped off. 

The dorter roof was still of two divisions, supported down the middle on 
nine great stone pillars, corresponding with the seven detached pillars of the 
subvault and the two responds. The roofs were covered with lead. The end 
gables, save the western of the northern half, would each have large windows 
to light the two divisions, 

The original entrance was reduced in size by the insertion of a four-centred 
arched doorway of the date of the rebuilding, which seems to have formed the 
access to the dorter for some time. As there is a rebate for a door on the west 
side, there must have been a landing before the dorter steps began to ascend, 
which would prevent the steps being contained, as hitherto, in the pocket of 
the vault. 

In the east wall of the dorter, next the north angle, is a small moulded door- 
way that led to a vice, contained in the thickness of the wall, which ascended to 
@ room over the infirmary passage. This room was added in the fourteenth 
century but has been destroyed, Only the springers of the vault on the north 
side and the bottom stones of the entrance in the south-east angle remain, The 
vault was of four bays with four-centred ribs springing from a point, precisely 
similar to those remaining in the lobby and gardrobe of the treasury. It has 
been suggested that this room-was the library built in 1377, but its access through 
the dorter precludes such a surmise, and its use was more probably for one of 
the officials. 

A monastic dorter was not arranged like a school dormitory with an un- 
protected row of beds on either side, but each monk had a separate cubicle or 
cell to himself 

' Cathedral Library, Leificorum Clronologia, A. xii, 77. 
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In the Cistercian house of Clairvaux these were— 

faictes de menuiserie seulement, contenant, de longueur, de sept & huict piedz et, de 
largeur, six piedz, en toutes lesquelles y a ting chalit, le lict dessus, ung petit comptoire 
et ung poulpitre pour escripre, ct sont lesdictes chambres, ornées et accoutrées de 
belles ymages en toille et tableau selon la dévotion d'ung chacun religieulx, ~ 

Item. En chacun des huisse d’icelles chambres y a une fenestre a deux bareaux, 
par laquelle ung chacun religieulx, allant par les dortoirs, peult yeoir son compaignon 
en sa chambre;....... 

The cubicles at Netley and Cleeve were about 7 ft. wide and at Jervaulx 
6it. At Durham— 

Upon the West syde of the Cloyster there was a faire large house called -y* Dorter 
where all y* Mounkes and y* Novices did lye, every Mouncke having a litle chamber of 
wainscott verie close severall by themselves and ther wyndowes towardes y* cloyster, 
every wyndowe servinge for one Chambre by réeasonne y* perticion betwixt every 
chamber was close wainscotted one from another, and in every of there wyndowes 
a deske to supporte there bookes for there studdie; In y* weste syde of y* said dorter 
was y* like chambers and in like sort placed with there wyndowes, and deskes towardes 
y° fermery and y" water, the chambers beinge all well bourded under foute: 

Also the novices had theire chambers severall by himselfe not so close, nor so 
adioyninge {in the South-end of the said Dorter] to the foresaid chambers havinge eight 
chambers on ¢ither side, every novice his chamber severall by himselfe, not so close 
flor so Warme as the other chambers was there was no windowes to give light but as 
it came in at the foreside of the said chambers, of the said novices beinge all close els 
both above and at either side. In either end of the said dorter was a 4 square stone, 
wherin was a dosen cressetts wrought in either stone beinge ever filled and supplied 
with the cooke, and they needed to give light to the monkes and novices when they 
rase to theire Mattens at midnight and for their other necessarye uses. 


At Worcester the cubicles would be placed along each side wall and have 
two rows down the middle, If these were the same width as the Cistercian 
examples just quoted, there must have been two cubicles in each bay or sixty-four 
in all, hut probably two halfbays were kept clear for communication between 
the two halves of the dorter, in which case the total number of cells was sixty, 
or ten cells for novices in addition to those for the fifty monks instituted by 
Wulstan.! 

A new entrance was made to the dorter in the fifteenth century, in the fifth 
bay of the cloister from the north. This is a great doorway 7} ft. wide, having 
six irregular members of which the three inner are finished by a three-centred 
arch, and the remainder are carried up straight and returned as a flat lintel. 
There are blank shields in the spandrels thus formed. The capitals are very 

' Didron, Annales Archéologiques, iti, 228. __* ‘Rites. of Durham (Surtees Society, evil, 85; 

* Archaeological Journal, xx, 11, 





Paty AEA 


Vow LAVOE 


ARCH ALOLOGIA 





Laler dover entranee 


Pig. 2. 


Orging! dorter entrance from ¢letster 


Fie, 4 


Published Dy ie Sovefy of ALattguavirvs if London, ig t6 


THE DORTER RANGE AT WORCESTER PRIORY 193 


small and are formed with a continuous moulding at the springing of the arch. 
This entrance occurs in the middle of a bay of the subvault which must have 
been destroyed for a square lobby inside the doorway. The steps to the dorter 
level appear to have run up northward and were lighted by two inserted loops 
in the fourth bay of the cloister. Beneath these loops isa plain arched doorway 
with a two-light window to the north covered by a constrtiction arch on the 
west side. This doorway and window were apparently inserted to give access 
and light to the space under the new stairs to the dorter. 

When these alterations were made it is probable that a new flight of steps 
was put down to the subvault from the lobby inside the dorter door, and the old 
doors in the second and sixth bays of the cloister built up. 

The priory of Worcester was suppressed on the 16th of January 1540, but 
as the change of officers between the dissolved monastery and the newly licensed 
cathedral body was one in name only, none of the monastic buildings was 
plundered and not even the dorter, which ceased to be occupied, was pulled down. 

As late as 1642 repairs to the lead of the dorter were being done.’ In r64g 
it was described by the Parliamentary surveyors as— | 

A spacious Room or howse called the Dormitory built with strong Walls the floore 
thereof! being earth contains in breadth 62 foote and in length 105 foote only there is 
taken out of one corner 11 foote and 2 inches in breadth and 15 foote and 2 inches in 
length which is used with the house belonging to Mary Bellers aforesaid adjoyning, 
in the midst of the said Roomte are 9 great stone pillars extending east and west in the 
length thereof bearing up the Cover, The Cover ofthe said Dormitory is of lead being 
in breadth 7o foote and in leneth ros foote. 

Under the Dormitory there is a vault in which there is a passage to Divers 
Roomes called the Darke Alley and some of Dwelling roomes on both sides the said 
Darke Alley, viz, Sara Drew widdow holdeth there at will one habitation consisting 
of a haule a chamber and 2 little roomes over late Nathaniell Marstons alias Masons 
one of the petty Cannons. | 

Richard Brown late petty Cannon holds at will 2 lowe Roomes and a Chamber 
over them both which said Dwellings are on the south side of the Said Darke Alley 
under the said Dormitary. 

One other Roome under the said Dormitory on the north side in the possession 
of An Old Woman called by the name of poore Anne. 

Another roome on the same North Side Under the said Dormitory in the 
possession of William Marten who holds the same at will, 

The Dormitory is for so other Use but to be valued by the Materialls. viz. The 
Lead £163. The Tymber £7, and therefore the poore Dwellings under it not valued.* 


The lead and timber were removed during the Rebellion, and the dorter and 
subvault allowed to go to ruin. In 1671 the chapter ordered— 


' Cathedral Library, Av xxvi. * In Chapter Clerk's Office, Book of Manors, 1649, p. Hy. 
VOL: LXVII. ce | 
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That the ground where the Dormitory and other buildings formerly stood com: 
monly called the dark alley be allotted for two gardens between Dr. Benson and 
Mr. Reynolds, the upper part for the said Dr. Benson and the other part for the said 
Mr. Reynolds.' 


The south wall of the subvault is said to have been standing to double its 
present leneth as late as 18482 | 

After the destruction of the prebendal houses at the beginning of the last 
century the site of the dorter was thrown into the garden belonging to the house 
of the third stall, now occupied by the Rev. Canon Wilson, D,D, 

Canon Wilson made certain excavations on the site as soon as he came to 
Worcester, but without much success, In ro12, in consequence of a grant from 
the Society of Antiquaries, further excavations were made by the writer, which 
revealed the pilasters of the subvault against the east wall to their full depth 
and showed clearly how that end was originally treated. At the same time the 
western part of the north wall of the subvault was traced and cleared to the 
original level. 

In the middle of the east end of the subvault is a pilaster to take the end 
arch of the series down the midst of the range which divided it into two equal 
parts. The pilaster is 5 ft. wide, flanked by small square members to take the 
vault itself, and built of squared stones. 

Under the original dorter door is another pilaster, but only 2 ft. 11 in. wide, 
with similar small members in the angles, and this was to take the narrower 
arches subdividing the northern half of the subvault. 

The northernmost bay has the angle shaft to take the vault with its chamfered 
abacus complete. The original design of the vault was intended to have the 
apex only 5; ft. above the springing, but this was abandoned and the completed 
vault had its apex 18in. higher; the space between the intended line of vault 
and that executed being filled with small stones laid aslant. 

The vault was unribbed but had cross and longitudinal bands constructed 
in the rubble, similar to those in St. Wulstan’s crypt beneath the presbytery. 

On the north side of the subvault the easternmost and half the next bay 
remain. ‘Phe peculiar deep and shallow coursing of the walling-stones shows 
clearly in these bays, as does also the alteration in the height of the vault, In 
the middle of the easternmost bay is an inserted doorway 3 ft. wide, having aseg- 
mental head and rebate fora door, Through it are steps from the subvault to 
the infirmary passage, towards which it is finished by a round-arched doorway. 
In the thickness of the wall fs the beginning of a staircase 2 ft, wide ascending 
westward, either to the dorter or to the space over the passage ; but this was 
destroyed when the dorter was rebuilt in the fourteenth century. | 


' Cathedral Library, A. Ixxiv, 107, * Professor Willis, drchavolagical Jimrnal, xx. 269. 
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Only 4 ft. of the second bay remain, and where this ceases in the infirmary 
passage is a pointed doorway which seems to have led up by steps to the dorter 
floor, Beyond this westward the subvault wall has been destroyed by modern 
casing, here.is, however, a round-headed doorway in the infirmary passage 
through which steps must have led down to the subvault in the third bay. __ 

The portion of the north wall of the subvault investigated in 1912 was found 
to be standing some 4! ft. above the floortevel, Broken masonry marked the 
positions of the firstand second pilasters from the west. Inthe middle of the bay 
uncovered were the remains of the original window, 4f{t. in the clear, with slightly 
splayed jambs. There was an inserted fireplace on the cast side of this bay, The 
footings of the wall projected internally 15!in. to take the pilaster strips, Exter- 
nally the wall was plain, without any signs of buttresses, and faced with fair ashlar. 

There was a floor of old bricks at the original level and a second and much 
later floor 3 ft. above this. 

The tyvo western bays of the south side of the subvault remain and show a 
number of interesting features, 

The original twelfth-century pilasters, with angle members.and abacus, are 
lett; but everything else seems to have been renewed at the rebuilding of the 
dorter in the fourteenth century. The vault was then made with semi-octagonal 
cross and diagonal ribs, rin. wide, of depressed segments. Thespringing’stones 
of the ribs remain on the westernmost pilaster, and the toothing of the vault 
remains in the second bay and is a pointed segment. Extemally each bay 
was divided by buttresses 2 ft. wide, of which the toothings remain; they were 
probably similar to that remaining complete opposite the west wall. 

Both the westernmost and the next bay have two-light windows on the 
east side, but different from each other. In the former the window ts of two 
cusped lights with a square head, and in the latter ts a tall pointed window 
of two lights with a quatrefoil inthe head, Next to this is a rough recess, which 
may be the flue of a fireplace, 

As already stated, the west wall of the subvault remains but has been hope- 
lessly interfered with by modern casing. The southernmost bay has a pointed 
seemental opening, next the south wall, reaching to the under side of the yault 
through which a staircase seems to have ascended. | 

Just to the north is a second doorway with a pointed head that leads to the 
buildings on the west. | | | 

The pilaster in the middle of the southern half of the subvault is marked 
by a shallow buttress against the wall. Northward of this are the remains of 
one of the original windows, of which the springer ts 8? ft. aboye the floor and 
the sill 2? ft. The jambs are square, 4 ft. apart, and formed of squared stones; 
unfortunately, the external jambs and arch are destroyed. 

ces 
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Farther northward the wall seems to have been rebuilt, though the middle 
row of arches down the subvault is indicated by brick facing; it is out of square 
with the dorter range and not parallel to the outer face of the original wall. 

The use of the dorter subvault in Benedictine houses was chiefly for the 
warming-room or common house, but at Westminster and Durham there were 
in addition the treasuryand the great cellar of the buttery: therefore at Worcester, 
with a much larger subyault, it is unlikely that the common house occupied the 
whole area. The treasury was elsewhere, so that could not have helped to 
occupy the space, and the subprior’s lodging coming between the buttery and 
dorter prevented the great cellar being in this position. The infirmary being 
always small, it is probable that a great part of the subvault was used in con- 
nexion with that establishment. 

The common-house would occupy the five eastern bays of the southern 
division, and was entered by the little round-headed doorway in the sixth bay of 
the cloister and lighted on the south side beyond the subprior’s house. 

At Durham 

Was y* commone house anda Maister therof the house being to this end, to have a 

fyre keaptin yt all wynter for y* Mounckes to éume and warme them at, being allowed 

no fyre but that onely. Except y* Masters and officers of y* house who had there 
several fyres. Ther was belonging to y* common house a garding and a bowlinge 
allie on y* Backe side of y* said house towardes y= water for the Nouyces Sume 
tymes to recreat theme selves when they had remedy of there Master he standing 
by to se ther good order.' | 

At Worcester, the level piece of garden southward of the dorter probably 
marks the position of the howling alley. 

The three eastern bays of the northern division must have been mere cel- 
larage, owing to the absence of light, leaving the rest of the subvault for uses in 
connexion with the infirmary. 

With all orders towards the beginning of the fourteenth century the officers 
of the monastery sought greater privacy than in earlier days and procured 
Separate chambers whenever possible, and these were usually in the infirmary, 
where the rules were considerably relaxed. At Westminster the infirmary hall 
was pulled down and a small cloister built in its stead surrounded by sets of 
rooms, At Worcester the dorter subvault was in the fourteenth century divided 
into chambers which have left remains in the two western bays and were actually 
occupied as dwellings at the time of the Rebellion. 

In connexion with all monastic dorters was the great reredorter or #eces- 
savium of the monks, but this building was placed in a variety of ways with 
respect to the dorter. | 

| ites of Durham, BB. 
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_ At Canterbury (Christ Church) and Durham it was at right angles to the 
dorter, at Bardney it adjoined at the east side of the south end and continued 
southward; at the Cluniac priories of Lewes and Castle Acre it was placed 
across the end of the dorter range and connected by a bridge; in the Cistercian 
houses of Furness, Neath, and Margam it was parallel to the dorter and reached 
therefrom by a bridge. | | 

There were three distinct arrangements of these buildings: the one and 
most usual was to have the seats alone one side over the drain: the second, as 
in the Jay brothers’ reredorter at Fountains and Jervaulx, was to have the seats 
back to back down the middle of the room: and the third, as at Westminster 
and Durham, was to have the closets against each side wall, 

The reredorter was invariably on the same level as the dorter, and its sub- 
vault was used for various purposes. 

___ At Worcester the reredorter occupied the top floor of a three-storied build- 
Ing running out westward in line with the northern half of the dorter. This 
building is considerably ruined, but enough remains to trace its general arrange- 
ments. It 1s of two dates: the south wal! and drain belong to the reredorter 
built shortly after the dorter was finished, and the rest is of the later years of 
the twelfth century. 

The north wall of the original reredorter was in line with the north wall of 
the dorter, or 2 ft. to the south of the present wall, and the west end seems to 
have projected farther out into the river. There is on the south side of the 
reredorter a two-storied aisle, 

The ground floor of the main block and the aisle is a subvault: the first 
floor, some 3 ft, below the dorter subvault, was, in the words of the parliamentary 
survey, ‘Another Darke roome at the Lower end of the Dormitory called the 
Infirmary’ 

The mixing up of reredorter and infirmary was by no means an uncommon 
arrangement, notably in Cistercian houses, At Furness, Waverley,and Fountains 
the lay brothers’ infirmary connects directly with the reredorter, and in the first 
instance the wall of the pit of the drain is the wall of the infirmary, At Jervaulx 
the subvault of the monks reredorter was the infirmary hall, and generally it 
was used for the infirmary of the novices, In Benedictine Westminster and 
Durham the reredorter directly adjoined the infirmary, 

A monastic infirmary was not only a hospital for the sick but a preat 
establishment for housing the infirm and aged. Where the infirmary is traceable 
in large Benedictine houses it is in the form of a great hall with one or two 
aisles, and had a chapel with aisles and a chancel to the east, generally in line 
with the hall but sometimes at right angles thereto. | 

| Book of Manors, 264. 
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The narrowness of the site at Worcester would prevent the erection of an 
infirmary of this plan, and Durham with a similarly contracted area has no 
remains nor is there a description of this building in the Rites: 

The two stories beneath the reredorter at Worcester were without doubt 
part of the infirmary, and a two-storied building for this purpose is not unknown. 
[t occurred both at Furness and Jervaulx in the thirteenth century, but at the 
former it was afterwards made into the abbot’s house,and at the latter it remained 
ill the suppression, There was also a two-storied infirmary at St Agatha’s, 
near Richmond, Yorks. In the ordinary type of infirmary the hall was bot 
hall and sleeping-place, but in the two-storied examples the hall seems to have 
been above and the sleeping-place below. So that in comparing the area of 
the Worcester infirmary with others the two stories must be calculated as one, 
when it will be seen to be about-the same size as those at Ely and St, Austin’s, 
Canterbury. Besides this two-storied building,there was a chapel, the infirmarer’s 
lodging and checker, and the barbery, which were apparently on the north side 
of the reredorter. In addition there must have been an infirmary kitchen, as the 
convent kitchen was too far away to serye the double purpose, as it probably did 
at Durham, and this would be to the south of the reredorter, | 

Betore describing the remaining parts of the building a few facts connected 
with its history may be mentioned; 

In 1287 ‘ Decimo octavo kal. Octobris per periculosum ignem amota fuit 
camera juxta capellam inirmariae; quam qui iterum reaedificat, hoc eveniat et 
quod reaedificant) Jericho legitur Josue versus finem imprecatum ™.’ 

Then in 1379 William Power the cellarer *domum rasture in Infirmaria 
edificavit "* | | 

In the statutes for the refounding of the cathedral by Henry VUIT the 
infrmarers lodging was allotted to the prebend of the fifth stall, and. that of the 
master of the chapel with the sites of the infirmary and infirmary chapel, was 
to be divided between the prebends of the eighth and ninth stalls* 

In 1617 the houses of the fifth and eighth prebends fell down, and in the 
year following they were ‘to be built again as the church shall beable to bear 
the charge in the dormitory or the places adjoining thereat’. *The-said houses 
were to be built with a hall, parlour, kytshon and a buttery with fower rooms 
over the same.’ * 

In 1671 the chapter ordered ‘That the vault under the late infirmary be 
filled up or otherwise secured in such manner as workmen upon a due con 
sideration of the matter shall advise, provided that if Dr. Reynolds or Dr. Jephcot, 








. Annates de iW igornee, 404. © Ruifieiorum Chronvlapia, 
* Valentine Groen, ffistory and Anlipiuties of Worcester (1796), i, 13i- Unfortunately it & ‘not 
possible at the present Hime to refer to the original document. * Cathedral Library, A, lxxiv, ar. 
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the present incumbents of the fifth and eighth prebends, shall think any part of 
the same vault may be useful to their houses then such part shall be left and 
appropriated thereto for their respective service \! 

Neither of these dignitaries seems to have required any part of it, but a 
portion of the northern end was appropriated to the house of the ninth stall. 

The house of the fifth prebend seems to have continued near its old site 
northward of the dorter at the west end of the church. In the eighteenth 
century if is shown as a large house with a two-storied bowed end towards the 
river,” It was destroyed in 1851.3 

The house of the eighth prebend was. not an allocation of an existing 
building, but was apparently new built at the suppression on the north side of 
the infirmary. In 1649 it was occupied by Dame Elianor Buck and 

‘consisteth of A Laby roome or Entry, A Parler part Wainscote cont. in breadth 

17 loote and in Length 20 foote, A Dining roome over it of the same bignessé 

Wainscote, A Kitchen, A pantry, A Celler under the Infirmary cont. 28 foote 

in breadth &:51 foote in length, Six Little Chambers, Alsoe A little Celler with 

2 roomes over it, Likewise at the end of the infirmary A Wast roome or passage 

hanging over the River of Seayerne cont. Westward from the Said Infirmary in 

breadth 12 foote and in Length 26 foote within the Walls.” 
In 798 tt was a picturesque house, partly timber, three stories high, and had 
i wing containing two rooms over the northavest corner of the reredorter? [ft 
was destroyed in 1843." 

The house of the ninth prebend was in 1649 occupied by Mary Bellers and 
was ‘part Stone part Tymber’, 

‘and the same consisteth of A Laby roome or Walke cont. in breadth 9 foote and in 

Length 40 foote, A Kitchin, a little Can roome adjoyning, A Little Larder, A Celler 

under the Kitchen and yaults under the Rest of the Howse for Wood and Coal, 

_ A Dining Chamber cont, in breadth 15 foote and in Length 26 foote, A chamber 
taken out of the Dormitory (as therein is expressed) cont. in breadth 11 foote 2 inches 
wnd in Length 15-foote 2 inches, A litthe Studdy by it, Six other Little roomes or 
Chambers with A Closett, Also. at the end of A Room called the Infirmary there are 
2 upper chambers or Roomes being part of the Infirmary and a Garrett over them 
with some other Small Cells there. All which buildings Doe stand upon the banck of 
the River of Seavern and many of them Doé Hang exceedingly weakly over the same 
River being Somewhat dangerous to Live in, There is One passage to this House 
through the Darke Alley and another through the garden on the Souths 
In 1795 1 still was a picturesque group with a small oriel window over the 

river and of three stories.* This was followed by a large Georgian house in 
4 Cathedral Library, Avlxxiv, co7, 
* Valentine Green, flistory and Antiquities of Worcester (rob) ti, 19. 
’ Professor Willis, Archaeological Journal, xx, 257. 
* Book of Manors, 262. * Lord., 259. 
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red brick of three stories with sash windows, This was standing in 1860. anc 
is described hy Professor Willis: | 
‘The whole house, above its Norman vaulting, is of comparatively modern cop- 
struction in walls, floors, and staircases, with the exception of its back or north wall, 
which rises to its roof, and isan ancient wall of red sandstone. The turret staircase 
projects outwards from that wall.and reaches the roof; it is now in the form ofa 
quadrant and is plastered outside, but Mr. Perkins informs me that itis really of stone. 
This ancient wall retains on the east side of the turret, close under the roof a 
plain Norman arched window walled up; and on the west side the traces of a pair of 
arches, also walled up and partly covered by a huge brick chimney-stack built against 
the ancient wall 

This house was pulled down in 1874, but certain ancient portions were left 
standing. . rs 

The existing part of the reredorter and infirmary may now be described in 
detail. The ground story consists of two parallel subvaults; the northern was 
apparently 66 ft long by 285 ft wide and the southern 673 ft. long by 13 ft. wide at 
the west end and 12 ft. at the east. The two chambers are separated by a wall 
q ft. in thickness, and their floor was 173 {t below that of the dorter subyault. 

The northern subvault, save for the two western bays, appears to remain 
complete, though most of it is filled with rubbish in consequence of the chapter 
order of 1671. It is five bays in length by two in width, having round columns 
down the middle with moulded capitals. The vaulting has semi-octagonal cross 
and diagonal ribs, and rests on the walls on carved and moulded corbels, One 
of the bays of the north wall must have been occupied by the entrance doorway, 
but in each of the three eastern bays are windows. These consist of a pair of 
square-headed loops having pointed heads and wide splays internally, covered by 
an arch projecting 21 inches from the wall. These recesses are similar to the 
bed recesses in the monks’ infirmary at Furness and that of the lay brothers at 
Fountains. There were probably no openings in the west end, m order not to 
weaken the defences towards the river, but this wall has been refaced externally, 

On the north side was a sunk area about to ft. wide to give light to the 
subvault, but it was never open to the river; the existing wall at the west end 
has a chamfered plinth, and dates from the twelfth century. 

The north wall of the subvault ts faced externally with fine jointed ashlar ; 
there was a pilaster buttress at the north-east angle and presumably one dividing 
each bay. | Ln 

In the first bay of the south wall is an opening 22 ft. wide, of which the east 
jamb is original, to a wall chamber '8} ft. long by 5 ft. wide* This is covered by 
a semicircular barrel vault and was probably merely constructional. 

| Professor Willis, Archacologictl Journal, xx, 302, 
2 There is now an opening 23 ft. wide cut through into the southern chamber, 
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: In the next bay are the wide splays and deep seemental rear-arch of an 
inserted doorway from the southern room. 

The east wall is obviously earlier than the infirmary, being that of the 
dorter built at least seyenty years previously. It is faced with deep and 
shallow courses like the rest of the dorter range and has been much injured by 
damp. The toothing of the original north wall of the reredorter subyault clea rly 
shows to the southward of the present north wall. 1 

_ The southern stbyault, though approximately of the same length as the 
northern, is only one bay in width and has a south wall no less than 7a ft. in 
thickness. This is pierced in cach bay with a wide semicircular arch hayine 
a double chamfered order just within the outside face. These arches were 
originally without any windows, save perhaps in the westernmost bay, and the 
subvault seems to have been used in the first place for the infirmary cloister, 

_ At the east end is a small fourteenth-century doorway, now blocked, the use 
of which cannot be ascertained without research. In the second bay on the 
north side is the front of the doorway communicatine with the other subvault. 
It as of two members with a pointed segmental head, and was inserted under the 
drain of the reredorter. | 

Apparently in the fourteenth century the open arches were filled with wide 
aS of which the supporting walls and parts of the sills have recently been 
found 

Tn ror part of the vaulting of the third and fourth bays collapsed owing 
to the mnjurious growth of tvy, and it is gratifying to state that this destruction 
Was immediately repaired by the dean and chapter at considerable expense, 

The westernmost bay has little ancient work visible, and has been mostly 
cased with brickwork. In the thickness of the west wall is an original chamber 
53 ft, long by 3% ft wide with a barrel vault which is obyivusly a gardrobe. 
This westernmost bay was probably the monastic prison, and it occupies precisely 
the same position as that at Durham, where ‘was a4 stronge presonne called ye 
Iynghouse ye which was ordeyned for all such as weare ereate offenders... . 
without any company, except y" master of ye fermery who did let downe there 
meate thorowgh a trap Dour m a great corde’ 

Over the northern subyault was a high chamber of which little remains 
though lyefore 1843, when the house of the eighth prebend was pulled down, j ts 
north wall was-standing: | 

This chamber was evidently ‘the dark room called the infirmary’, and is 
thus described by Green: | 

Two lofty walls of this building yet remain, and constitate, one of them the 
southern side of the cighth prebendal house, and the other the north side of the ninth 
' Aites of Durham, 89 
VOL. LXV, pd 





202 THE DORTER RANGE AT WORCESTER PRIORY 


prebendal house, The space now uncovered between these walls was anciently a 
public room, as appears from the stateliness of the windows, whose arches, still pre- 
served in the north wall, were elaborately wrought. Either the hall or the chapel of 
the infirmary must have been on this lower floor; and in the story above were the 
lodgings of the patients 


The floor above was certainly not the lodgings of the patients, but the 
reredorter of the monks, 12n. below the dorter, — r | 

Of the south wall a length of 21 ft. remains fo its full height anel clearly 
shows the arrangement of the building, Over the »-ft. wall separating the north 
and south portions of the subvault were the outer wall of the reredorter, 3 ft. 
thick, the space for the drain, 2 ft. 2 in. wide, and the inner wall of the draim pit, 
2; ft. thick. Over the drain were arranged the privies, 3 ft. wide with seats 
18 in, high, and divided by wooden partitions, the heads of which were 63 ft-above 
the floor. 

These divisions are all clearly shown by holes in the walls for the respective 
timbers, Each privy had a small round-headed window, unglazed, for light and 
ventilation, and six of these yet remain, but there were originally twenty-three 
CLiviSIONS. 

The great peculiarity of this building at Worcester is the drain, which ts on 
a quick run, of 21°, from 3 ft. above the floor of the dorter subvault down to the 
river. The drain has a semicircular channel! of stone at the bottom, and is crossed 
opposite each abutment of the subvaults by inserted stone buttresses 17 in. 
thick continued up to the reredorter foor and carried on little semicircular 
arches, This tying together of the outer and inner walls of the pit of the drain 
is unusttal, and doubtless indicates that the first-floor chamber on the north sicle 
was vaulted, As the drain begins above the floor of the dorter subvault it pre- 
cludes any possibility of an-underground supply of water, and must have been 
entirely dependent for flushing upon the storm-water off the dorter and perhaps 
the reredorter roofs. | 

It may be interesting to compare a few of the larger of these buildings at 
other places. At ChristChurch,Canterbury, the reredorter, called there ‘the third 
dorter’, was 140 ft. long and had originally a range of fifty-five privies over the 
dram, ¢ach division being carried by a cross-arch in stone. There were no separate: 
windows to cach division and there was no subyault, the space up to the floor 
level being filled in solid.* 

At the Cliniac house of Lewes the reredorter is 157 ft. long and had no 
less than sixty-one divisions, which were also carried on cross-arches of masonry 


t Valentine Green, The History af Worcester, 3, 88. 
* Professor Willis, /7istory of Christ's Church, Canterbury (1869), 82. 
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over the drain, There are no separate windows to each closet, and the subvault, 
which is very narrow, was mere cellarage? 

At Westminster the reredorter ‘at the south end of the dorter was a large 
room 20 ft. wide and 7o ft. or more long. It had closets opening from it along 
each side and as it appears across the east end,"? 

_At Durham the reredorter is 63 ft. by 25 ft., in a position exactly similar to 
that at Worcester. It was | 

4 faire large house and a most decent place adioyning to the west syd of the said Dortre. 

towardes y* water for y* maunckes and novices to resort ynto called the privies which 

Was maide with two greate pillers of stone that did beare vp the whole floore thereof, 

and every seate and partition was of wainscott close of either syde verie decent so 

that one of them could not see one another, when they weare in that place, there 

Was dsinany seates of privies on either syde as there is Jitle wyndowes in y* wall 

which wyndowes was to gyve leighte to every one of the saide seates.* 

The chamber over the southern stibvault was obviously uneonnected with 
the infirmary owing to the pit of the reredorter intervening, but has a fourteenth- 
century doorway from the dorter subvault, Originally it was little more than 
a space under the lean-to roof covering the open subvault, but was raised a story 
probably in the thirteenth century. The chase for its pitched roof remains at 
the east end.. At the north end of the east wall is a four-centred arched doorway, 
now blocked, which may have been connected by a vice with thatin the subvault 
below, 

In the fourteenth centurythe buildingwas Fase 






another story. The notches 








for its inserted beams show in the wall of thereredor ery they Were ro in. thick 
and 4 [ft apart. To gain access to this added floor i Square staircase was erected 


in the angle at the end of the dorter: the tall arch already described in the dorter 
subvault spanned the ascending steps. The lower parol the staircase was to 
take descending steps to the open subvault. 

Before the suppression this building was.allotted to the master of the chapel 
(magister capeiiae), who besides having the care of the Lady chapel in the 
cathedral was also master of the sone school,-as is shown by an inventory of 
stuf belonging to the priory* in which under ‘ Maist* of the Chapell’ is: 


Iter, asurples for the maister of the chylderje, and vj suurplesses ffor the chylderne, 
amasse bocke of — with pryckesonge, wheryn ys v parts, and jij parts, liij prycke- 
song masse bockes of pawper, ij hother boekes, ... on with antems, and salmes yn 


hyin, ij lyttle pryckesonge bocks of masses, vy masse bockes of vy parts, ¥ bockes 
with salve festa dies, and scrolls belongynge to the ij pawper bockes yn them be the v 


+ W.H.S&t John Hope, Archarologival Journal, li, 34. 
JT. Micklethwaite, Archaelogical Journal, xxxiii, 41. 
* Nites of Durham, 85. ' Hari. Gay. 
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parts of other songs: a, . . note bocke burdyde, a parchement bocke of salmes 
burdyde, ij masses of vy parts yn parchement skrowlls, a pawper bocke of ii) parts, 
a pawper bocke with the vitatoris benedict’ te deum yn pryckynge, ther be tiy or 
iiij antems in scrowes. Item, a lampe of brasse yn owr lady chapell hangynge, ny 
coffers to put yn the stufe with lockes and keys. Inthe chambre ysa table burde with 
ij trestylls, «a benche made fast, ij formes, a coffer. 


From the connexion between the song'school and the Lady chape! it would 


appear that the original position of that building was, as at Durham, adjoining 


the 


eastern part of the church. A description of the song school there, where 


there was the same number of children as at Worcester, may appropriately 
close this paper: 


There was in vy’ Centorie garth in vnder y* south end of y* church ....... a song 
schoole buylded, for to teach yj children for to leartie to singe for y* mayntenance of 
gods Divine service in y* abbey church, which children had there meat and there 
drinke of y* house coste amonge the children of thalmarie . .., and y* said schoole 
was verie fynely bourded within Rownd about a mannes hight about y~ waules and a 
long deske did reache frome one end of y* seoole to thother to laie there bookes 
upon, and all the floure Bourded in vnder foote for warmneés, and long formes sett fast 
in -y* ground for y* children fo sitt on, Andy" place where y* master did sitt and teach 
was all close bordede both behinde and of either syde for warmnes, And y* said master 
was bownd to plaic on y" orgains every principall daie, when y* mounckes did sing ther 
high messe and likewise at evinsong, but y* mounckeswhen thei weare atthere mattens 
and service at mydnighte, thene one of y* said mounckes did plaice on the orgains 
thenieselyes and no other,... ... Also y* master of y* said Childrin had his chamber 
nyghe unto y’ said schoole a litle distant from it where he did live, having his meite 
and drinke in y* priors hall, emonges y* priors gentlemen and all his other necessaries 
found of jy prior and of ¥* house coste besydes, vntill such tyme as y* house was 
supprest, and shortlie after because ther was no techinge in that scoule any longer, 
but tawght in an other place or scoule appointed for that purpose, so that y* foresaid 
scoole in y* Centorie garth is clene gone to decaic and pulled downe that one cannot 
tell almost in what place yt did stand.* 


In conclusion, the writer wishes to tender his thanks to the Dean and 


Canons for permission to make the required excavations, and for access to all 
parts of the buildings in their charge; to Canon and Mrs. Wilson for allowing 
excavations to be made in their garden, for much sympathetic help and kind 
hospitality at all times; and to Mr. C. B, Shuttleworth, the present master of 
the song school, for much help in taking measurements and levels. 


' Riles of Darrin, 62. 


